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CLIMATE CHANGE — LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.05 pm]: 
Last week, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report, “Climate Change and Land”, was released. It 
rightfully drew attention to the need for the agriculture and forestry sectors to play their part in mitigating climate 
change. According to the report, agriculture and forestry account for 23 per cent of human-induced greenhouse 
gas emissions. This has focused attention on livestock production, particularly sheep and cattle. 

Although we accept that there are very real issues that we need to address, the role of livestock in a sustainable 
agricultural system is not properly understood. Much of the data used is based on intensive, grain-fed production 
systems, as opposed to WA’s mainly grass-fed livestock system. Last week, a CSIRO report questioned claims 
from vegan food brands about their relative environmental impact. The researchers pointed out that claims of lower 
emissions and water use in the production of vegan alternative food often focuses on areas where vegan products 
perform well, and do not account for soil carbon or potential deforestation. The researchers identified regenerative 
grazing practices at a US beef farm as an example of meat production with a negative carbon footprint, comparing 
favourably with vegan alternatives. Carbon sequestration will play an important role in action against climate 
change, and can also form a central argument for maintaining pasture and livestock on land. If our livestock 
industries are to manage the existential threat of concern about meat consumption, we need to tackle these issues 
head-on. More research is needed in this area. We need to examine the impact on biodiversity of any major move 
away from livestock to plant protein sources, as well as the impact on water resources. Our government is 
committed to working with Meat and Livestock Australia to support and promote research into the role of grazing 
and livestock in the ecosystem and to support a strong, environmentally sustainable meat sector for decades to come. 
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